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Bumble bees of northeastern Washington (Stevens, Ferry, Pend Oreille Counties) Documented in NE WA, Not documented but probably in NE WA 
Scientific name Common name Range and threats 

Red-tailed group 

Bombus 
centralis 

Central bumble 
bee 

Range: W US/AK, W Can.  NE WA records Ferry/Stevens Co.  Also N/S/E/W.  This is another widespread western 
bumblebee that ranges from about Saskatoon, Canada south to New Mexico, including parts of North Dakota and Kansas; 
west into California, Oregon, Washington, and British Columbia, but not reaching the Pacific coast in the USA; and south to 
Arizona.   Threats: Declining to increasing (>10% increase to 30% decline) 

Bombus 
huntii 

Hunt bumble bee 
Range: W US, W Can, N Mex.  1 NE WA record Ferry Co.  Also SW/S/SE.  North America, widespread in western U.S. and 
Canada, and some Mexico.  Threats: Degree unknown. A potential threat is capturing queens for commercial breeding. 

Bombus 
melanopygus 

Black tail bumble 
bee 

Range: US/AK, All Can.  2 NE WA records PO Co.  Also N/W/E but few S.  This is a bumblebee found mainly in North 
America west of the Rocky Mountains. Range includes Washington, Oregon and coastal California, and northwestern 
Nevada. Might be more widespread due to confusion with similar species.  Threats: This is one of the few bumblebees still 
found regularly on the Pacific coast, so it is apparently tolerant of urban and agricultural environments. Little information 
was found regarding more northern parts of the range but is regarded as common in British Columbia.  

Bombus 
mixtus 

Fuzzy-horned 
bumble bee 

Range: W US, All Can.  All NE WA Counties.  Also N/W/S/E.  Range is approximately British Columbia and Alberta and the 
western USA to California and possibly Arizona.   Threats: The species has not been carefully evaluated but does not appear 
to be of conservation concern. 

Bombus 
rufocinctus 

Red-belted 
bumble bee 

Range: W&C US, Can, Mex.  All NE WA counties and N/W/S/E.  Ranges from Pacific coast south to Arizona and east to 
Michigan, Maine and Quebec. 

Bombus 
frigidus* 

Frigid bumble 
bee* 

Range: Would be very rare in WA.  US/AK, All Can…high elevations.  1 NE WA record: Loup Loup ski area.  Also W/N/E very 
few S.  Threats: Not imminently threatened in the short term, but this narrowly adapted cold climate species is likely to be 
negatively affected by climate change. This subgenus apparently is not highly vulnerable to current exotic diseases and 
parasites. 

Bombus 
sylvicola* 

Forest bumble 
bee* 

Range: W US/AK, Can.  No NE WA records but found E and W. This appears to be another secure, common bumblebee 
found primarily from subarctic Alaska down the major mountain ranges into the western USA, east in the boreal region to 
Newfoundland.  Threats: No specific threats are known for this species. Since it occurs mostly in mountainous and 
subarctic regions, it belongs to a group that is generally stable or increasing, and apparently is not very sensitive to 
apparently imported parasites and pathogens.  So, there probably are no major widespread threats now.  

Black-tailed group 

Bombus 
vagans 

Half-black bumble 
bee 

Range: N&E US, Can.  NE WA records in Stevens and PO counties.  Also to N and E/SE.  Queens of this species begin activity 
later in the season than most others, a trait that is shown to predispose bumblebees to declines in various parts of the 
world.   Threats: For the very short term the species appears secure, but its future prognosis is unknown. Threats are not 
understood. One or more introduced pathogens may be driving their slow decline. This suggests some species-specific 
ecological change such as loss of habitat or changes in flower availability, but no one knows.  

Bombus 
nevadensis 

Nevada bumble 
bee 

Range: US, All Can.  1 NE WA record: Northport.  Also N/W/S/E.  A widespread western bumblebee that may be rare on the 
eastern edges of its range such as Nebraska but not in most of its range. No reports of widespread declines were found and 
the species is still widely reported.   Threats: No recent threats or major declines reported. The usual threats like habitat 
loss and change as well as pesticides apply locally, but overall this species does not appear to be currently in trouble. 
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Bombus 
flavifrons 

Yellow head 
bumble bee 

Range: US/AK, All Can.  NE WA Stevens Co also W/N/E.  This is another northern and western montane bumblebee, ranging 
from Alaska south in the mountains into California, Arizona, and New Mexico, and also across Canada into Quebec and 
south along the US Atlantic coast from Maine to Rhode Island.  Threats: Apparently not severely affected by recently 
introduced pathogens and parasites that are thought to to be a major factor in declines of some other bumblebees. 

Bombus 
griseocollis 

Brown-belted 
bumble bee 

Range: US, S Can.  No NE WA records but found W/S/E. North America, widespread in U.S.  As far as what is known, this is 
still a widespread bumble bee that is common in many parts of its range. Threats: No reports of decline.  Degree of Threat: 
Low 

Bombus 
morrisoni* 

Morrison bumble 
bee* 

Range: W US.  1 NE WA record: Chattaroy.  Also W/S/SE.  This is a widespread western North American bumblebee east of 
the Cascades/Sierra Crest. It occurs from southern British Columbia to the mountains of Arizona, and as far east as 
Wisconsin and Kansas  Threats: No reports of widespread threats.  

Bombus 
sitkensis* 

Sitka bumble bee* 
Range: W US/AK, W Can.  No NE WA records but found N/S/E/W. Ranges from coastal Alaska east to Saskatchewan south 
into Wyoming, Idaho, and California.  Threats: This is not among the species that is crashing rapidly, and appears to be 
stable.  

 

Bombus 
bifarius 

Two form bumble 
bee 

Range: W US/AK, All Can.  NE WA records all counties. This is a widespread western, but not entirely montane, bumblebee. 
As so-defined the species ranges from southern Alaska through British Columbia and parts of Alberta with much sparser 
records east to Yellowknife NWT and Manitoba, becoming more widespread in southwestern Canada east-southeast to the 
Dakotas, then south into California, Colorado and Arizona. Records become more scattered eastward in the prairie regions 
but extend as far as Wisconsin, extreme western Nebraska and Kansas.   Threats: Rich Hatfield from Xerces said that it’s 
very common throughout its range and is stable. 

Bombus 
fervidus

Yellow bumble 
bee 

Same species as B. californicus (California bumble bee). Range: W&N US, S Can.  No NE WA records but found N/S/E/W: 
many records from Okanogan and Spokane counties.  Widespread from the Canadian Maritimes, northeastern U.S., down 
the mountains to Georgia, to Nebraska and northern Arkansas in the Midwest, and west to the mountains of Arizona, and 
to the coast in California, Washington and southern British Columbia. While it has reportedly declined or possibly 
disappeared in some places, the range appears little changed although the species is probably scarcer.  Threats: Moderate 
decline (decline of 25 - 50%) 

White group 

Bombus 
occidentalis 

Western bumble 
bee 

Range: W US/AK, W Can.  Several NE WA records in all counties.  Also many to N/W/S/E.  The current range is partially 
uncertain. This bee ranged along the west coast of North America from Alaska to central California and east to northern 
Nevada, Arizona and New Mexico, and as far east as the Dakotas and Nebraska  Threats: Severely declining (decline of 
>70% in population, range, area occupied, and/or number or condition of occurrences) 

Bombus 
appositus 

White-shouldered 
bumble bee 

Range: W US, SW Can, NW Mex.  NE WA records Stevens and PO counties, also N/S/E/W.  While there is little information 
from 2003 or later, this bumblebee has not been identified in recent studies as one of those in trouble. This still appears to 
be a fairly common, widespread western bumblebee.   Threats: None of the recent reviews of bumblebee declines indicate 
this one to be in trouble or declining which suggests it probably is not very sensitive to recently introduced pathogens and 
parasites. So as far as known threats are basically localized ones like habitat loss or alteration and pesticides. 
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Difficult species: Cuckoos 

Bombus 
insularis 

Indiscriminate 
cuckoo bumble 
bee 

Range: US/AK, All Can.  2 NE WA records Stevens and PO Co.  Also N/W/S/E.  This is a widespread northern and western 
cuckoo bumble bee. It is transcontinental northward from Alaska to Nova Scotia, and occurs in apparently all US border 
states from Washington to Maine and in most of the west east to western Nebraska, and south to southern Arizona and 
New Mexico.  Threats: Species of this subgenus are obligate nest parasites of other bumble bees. Other cuckoo 
bumblebees seem to be doing about as well or as badly as their hosts. 

Bombus 
suckleyi 

Suckley cuckoo 
bumble bee 

Range: W US/AK, W Can.  NE WA records in Stevens and PO counties.  Also SW/W/N/E/SE.  This species appears likely to 
become extinct or at least incur a drastic reduction in range, depending on the ultimate fate of its host. Survival would 
probably be least unlikely at very high altitudes or in the coldest part of the range.  Threats: Rich Hatfield said that is 
species parasitizes nests of several bumblebee species.  Without adequate populations of its host species, B. suckleyi 
cannot persist. 

Bombus 
fernaldae* 

Fernald cuckoo 
bumble bee* 

Range: US/AK, All Can.  1 record Cornell Butte, 1 mi W of Ferry Co. line.  Also N/S/E/W.  Ranges roughly from Alaska and 
western Canada south to northern California and at about this latitude east through Colorado and then to Tennessee and 
north to Maine.   Threats: As a cuckoo, the main threat would be loss of suitable hosts. If this one mainly attacks a 
subgenus of bumblebees that is not undergoing dramatic declines, this should not be a major issue. 

*= Not in 2014 key by Hatfield, which contains primarily west-side species 

Unlikely to occur in NE WA 

Bombus 
vosnesenskii 

Vosnesensky 
bumble bee 

Range: W US.  Probably not in NE WA.  Most W of or in Cascades.  1 from Plummer, ID.  Although it has a somewhat 
modest West Coast range, this is a very common bumblebee in many areas. It seems to benefit from urbanization since it 
does well in urban parks and gardens and thrives in some agricultural systems. It is often by far the most common 
bumblebee in such places and may exclude other species. It also occurs in more natural systems but is not as dominant in 
these.  Threats: Most of the usual threats do not apply, for example this species is probably little affected by exotic 
diseases, apparently benefits from many forms of habitat conversion, e.g. urbanization and some forms of agriculture 
which seem to give it an advantage over related species. Pesticides could have locally negative impacts. 

Bombus 
balteatus 

High country 
bumble bee 

Range: No NE Washington records and unlikely to occur.  W US/AK. Holarctic.  Arctic and alpine tundra and high 
mountains. 1 WA record from NE of Cle Elum.  Few to N/S/E/W.  This species should be monitored in less remote parts of 
the North American range, where any impacts from introduced parasites or pathogens would be most likely to appear first. 
So far it appears to be common in high latitude boreal and arctic parts of the range, and it has not been reported in decline 
elsewhere either.   Threats: Probably unthreatened, but in most of the North American range this could reflect lack of 
information rather than lack of threat or decline.  A long-tongued species that can visit specialized arctic and alpine flowers 
with long corolla tubes. 

Bombus flavidus 
B. franklini 
B. caliginosus. 

 
Based on several sources .  Many thanks to Rich Hatfield for review and comments.   
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