
Monarchs in northeastern Washington 

Though you might not have seen an adult monarch butterfly flitting through the valleys this 
spring, they’ve been here, and at least some of the females laid eggs on local milkweeds.  
Mike Munts from the Little Pend Oreille National Wildlife Refuge reported that they found 6 
larvae of various sizes the last week of June.  My daughter Elise and I checked some milkweed 
patches early Saturday June 27 and found 21 larvae, from small to ready-to-pupate. 

The adults that laid the eggs came from further south, laid eggs and probably continued to 
head north, which is more than likely why you haven’t seen many adults.  David James, who 
runs a monarch project at Washington State University, said that the larvae currently 
munching through the milkweed will pupate soon, and in a few weeks we should start to see 
more adults.  He said that these adults will also lay eggs locally, and the adults from that 
hatch are those that will migrate south (it’s thought that most of them in this area winter in 
California rather than at the famous Mexican site).  He also said that in the NW, this appears 
to be a banner monarch year.  He’s not sure if that’s because of raised awareness or good 
conditions. 

So, if you’re curious, check out your local milkweed patch and post your results on James’ 
Facebook page “Monarch Butterflies in the Pacific Northwest”, or check it out online at 
https://www.facebook.com/MonarchButterfliesInThePacificNorthwest.  If you don’t have 
Facebook, you can mail your sightings to him at david_james@wsu.edu.  He’d like information 
on if you saw adults, caterpillars or pupae, the date you found them, the number, and the 
location.  For a bit more information about the WSU monarch project, see https://
news.wsu.edu/2014/09/11/wanted-monarch-butterflies-last-seen-heading-south/
#.VZGkRZgw9aQ 

Here’s some information from James’ and Nunallee’s “Life Histories of Cascadia Butterflies” 
about monarch larvae: 
-Eggs hatch 6-9 days after being laid 
-Larvae go through 5 stages before pupating, with 2-4 days spent in each stage 
-Time from pupating to eclosure (emerging from the pupa) is about 9 days 

We noticed that grasshoppers loved to hang out on milkweed overnight…and that their 
elongated, dark scat collected at the base of the leaves.  The scat from monarch larvae, and 
a single moth caterpillar, was green and larger (see photos).  I also noticed that the milkweed 
leaves didn’t show as much grazing as what I remembered from when I was a kid in Minnesota 
and we’d hunt monarch larvae every summer. 

Happy hunting!  It would be really difficult to mistake monarch larvae for any other species. 
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Monarch larva and “frass” (insect dung) 

  



Monarch larva nearly ready to pupate 



 


